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The analysis of communities near the Bluebonnet Hub was conducted using the following 
screening tools:  

 Department of Energy’s Energy Justice Dashboard tool (DOE EJ Dashboard) 

 Climate and Economic Justice Screening Tool (CEJST) 

 EPA’s Environmental Justice Screening and Mapping tool (EJ Screen) 

 Department of Agriculture Food Access Research Atlas Map (FARA)  

This EJ Assessment was conducted as a desktop review and is not a definitive analysis.  

Since the Bluebonnet Hub AoR is entirely contained in the Census Tract (#48071710401), this EJ 
Assessment focuses on the communities located within it. However, the Community Engagement 
Plan expands beyond the Census Tract to include potential impacts to surrounding communities. 
The Bluebonnet Sequestration Hub, LLC will continue to evaluate impacts to the nearby 
communities as the project pursues community engagement activities. This EJ Assessment 
anticipates minimal direct impacts to the surrounding communities.  

2.1 DOE EJ Dashboard Results 

Although the DOE EJ Dashboard does not provide census-tract specific data, the project team was 
able to make the following deductions about this Census Tract: it is not considered disadvantaged 
or tribal land; it is subject to disproportionately high air toxin cancer risks and respiratory hazards; 
and the area also has a high population of low-income individuals. 

2.2 CEJST Results 

The CEJST tool finds the Census Tract to not be disadvantaged, although it demonstrates high 
climate-change indicators, including expected agriculture loss rate, expected building loss rate, 
and transportation barriers. The tool finds the area to be not disadvantaged (i.e., not exceeding the 
90th percentile) in the areas of climate change, energy, health, and legacy pollution.  

2.3 EJ Screen Results 

The EPA’s EJ Screen 2.2 tool shows that the Census Tract has an above-average rate of toxic 
releases to the air (79th percentile). The EJ Screen shows that the Census Tract includes a relatively 
elevated proportion of low-income (71st percentile) and unemployed residents (70th percentile) 
relative to the rest of the U.S, including a large Spanish-speaking population (18%).  

2.4 FARA Results 

The Food Access Resource Atlas indicates that, in the Census Tract, at least 500 people or 33 % 
of the population, live farther than one mile (urban) or 20 miles (rural) from the nearest 
supermarket. The Census Tract also has a high number of households without vehicles that are 
more than one-half mile from a supermarket, indicating lower access to food. The tool identifies 
adjacent census tracts as low income, indicating a poverty rate of 20% or higher, or median family 
income less than 80% of the median for the state/metropolitan area. 
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5.0 Community Engagement Plan: Bluebonnet Sequestration Hub 

This document provides an overview of the project’s identified stakeholders, outreach to date, 
community outreach plan, and potential benefits that could be directed to the community.  

5.1 Completed Outreach and Feedback 

The Community Engagement Team (CET), an established and highly experienced team within the 
Bluebonnet Sequestration Hub, LLC, takes an integrated approach to public engagement that 
includes stakeholder relations for those who live near its operations, engagement with local elected 
officials and organizations, and direct community investment through local partnerships, volunteer 
efforts, first responders, and charitable giving. 

The Bluebonnet Hub is in rural  
 Due to the rural location, the Bluebonnet Stakeholder Relations team anticipates little, if 

any, impact on nearby residents.  

The CET has conducted initial small-group and one-on-one meetings with critical stakeholders in 
 Starting in August 2022, team members conducted in-person engagements with 

stakeholders, including community members and leaders, elected officials, community 
organizations, and first responders in the area. 

During each engagement, the team provided stakeholders with an overview of the project, 
including the scope of work, and the anticipated impacts and benefits that the community will see 
as the project progresses. In addition, during each meeting, the team solicited feedback to 
understand the community better and to be able to adjust project operations to mitigate any 
potential negative impacts on the community. Each meeting provided the team with vital insights 
into the community. From these meetings, the team has begun to identify the community’s 
interests, challenges, opportunities, and values.  

The CET also used these initial meetings to discover potential partnership opportunities for 
community involvement, workforce development, and career and technical training. Community 
partners are selected based on community need, impact, and employee engagement opportunities. 
Oxy supports charitable investments that fall within eight philanthropic categories: Arts & Culture, 
Business/Goodwill, Education, Employee Giving, Environment, Health, Military/Veterans, and 
Social Services.  

Examples of Oxy’s efforts include: 

 Employee volunteerism sponsorships support the Houston Food Bank to address food 
insecurity in the Greater Houston area, which includes Chambers County.  

 OxyChem (a subsidiary of Oxy) has supported Junior Achievement of Southeast Texas for 
many years. Since 1945, Junior Achievement of Southeast Texas’ purpose has been to 
educate and inspire young people to understand business and economics and value free 
enterprise.  
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Important considerations to this outreach include: 

 Ensuring listening sessions are offered in person at a location convenient for targeted 
stakeholder groups with translation, childcare, and transportation options.  

 Ensuring listening sessions are offered virtually to accommodate nontraditional working 
hours and other limitations with translation. 

 Sharing information about listening sessions and opportunities for engagement through 
numerous communication channels to reach a broader audience and promote accessibility.  

 Ensuring information is provided at an accessible reading level. 
 Preparing adequate information to communicate to local residents with programs ensuring 

that groundwater resources, air quality, soil, and agricultural lands are not impacted.  
 Maintaining outreach throughout planning, construction, and early operational phases, and 

continuing thereafter as appropriate.  
 Providing multiple accessible communication channels. 
 Recruiting members to the Community Advisory Committee that accurately represent the 

affected community.  

5.4 Community Benefits 

Project benefits include: 

 Job creation and workforce development, mainly in the construction phase of the project, 
but also throughout the project lifetime.  

 Local tax revenue from the project, directly benefiting Chambers County residents with 
local property taxes and Texas residents through sale and franchise taxes.  

 Opportunities for local businesses and organizations through contracting opportunities and 
charitable giving.  

 Local foodbank donations. 

 Recreation, water conservation, and education programs that benefit the community.  

 Finally, clean energy in the area, creating space for similarly aligned local businesses and 
professionals.  

The Bluebonnet Sequestration Hub, LLC will seek to enhance these benefits wherever possible to 
help the community.  

A wide range of organizations have been identified to explore partnerships with through workforce 
development, education, and community benefits.  

Current Community Partnerships 

   
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Potential Partnerships 

  

  

  

  

Potential Community Investment 

  
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Appendix A 

A.1 Environmental Justice Assessment: Bluebonnet  

The raw data below is accurate as of May 2024, when the environmental justice analysis was 
completed. The screening tools were used to evaluate the Census Tract and containing the Class 
VI Facility and Bluebonnet AoR located in   

An analysis of communities in proximity to the Bluebonnet Hub was executed through screening 
tools including the DOE Energy Justice Dashboard (DOE EJ Dashboard), Climate and Economic 
Justice Screening Tool (CEJST)/Justice 40 Initiative Map, Environmental Protection Agency’s 
EJScreen, and Department of Agriculture Food Access Map.  

Overview:  
 
The DOE EJ Dashboard indicates the communities near the proposed project may be subject to 
higher air toxin cancer risk and respiratory hazards. The EPA EJ Screen showed an above-average 
rate of toxic releases to air, a high proportion of low-income individuals, and a large proportion of 
the community without health insurance relative to the rest of the country. The CEJST tool finds 
the community to be not disadvantaged, although it demonstrates high climate-change indicators. 
The Food Access Atlas indicates the area has a relatively high number of households without 
vehicles that are more than one-half mile from a supermarket.  

A.1.1 DOE EJ Dashboard (BETA):  

The DOE EJ Dashboard does not provide census-tract specific data, but the project team was able 
to deduce the following about the Census Tract: 
 

 Not identified as disadvantaged community/tribal land 

 Minority: highest percentile – 40th 

 Low Income: highest percentile –80th  

 Energy Burden: 3% 

 Air Toxin Cancer Risk: highest percentile – 100th  

 Respiratory Hazards: highest percentile – 100th  

 Ozone Level: highest percentile – 20th 

 Diesel Particulate Matter: highest percentile – 40th 

 All Particulate Matter: highest percentile – 60th  

 Pre-1960 Housing (Lead Paint): highest percentile –60th 

 Traffic Proximity and Volume: highest percentile –40th  

 Proximity to Risk Management Plan (RMP) Facilities: highest percentile –60th  

 Proximity to Treatment Storage and Disposal (TSDF) Facility: highest percentile –40th 

 Proximity to National Priorities List (NPL) Facility: highest percentile –40th 

 Major Direct Dischargers to Water: highest percentile – 40th  

 COVID 19 deaths: highest percentile – 60th  
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A.1.2 Climate and Economic Justice Screening Tool  

(Note: factors that are bolded exceed the associated threshold.) 
 Overall: Tract identified as NOT disadvantaged because it has three categories that meet 

the criteria:  
 Associated thresholds: 

o Percent of individuals below 200% Federal poverty line: 53% (threshold: 65%) 
o Percent of population not currently enrolled in higher education: 98% 

(threshold 80%) 
 Climate change: Communities are identified as disadvantaged IF at or above the 90th 

percentile for expected agriculture loss rate OR expected building loss rate OR expected 
population loss rate AND is above the 65th percentile for low income. \ 

o Expected agriculture loss rate: 97th percentile (threshold – 90th percentile) 
o Expected building loss rate: 98th percentile (threshold – 90th percentile) 
o Expected population loss rate: 80th percentile (threshold – 90th percentile) 

 Clean energy and energy efficiency: Communities are identified as disadvantaged IF at or 
above the 90th percentile for energy burden OR PM2.5 in the air AND is above the 65th 
percentile for low income.  

o Energy burden: 49th percentile (threshold: 90th percentile)  
o PM2.5 in the air: 67th percentile (threshold: 90th percentile)  
o Clean transit: Communities are identified as disadvantaged IF at or above the 90th 

percentile for diesel particulate matter exposure or traffic proximity or 
transportation barriers and volume AND is above the 65th percentile for low 
income. Diesel particulate matter exposure: 25th percentile (threshold – 90th 
percentile)  

o Traffic proximity and volume: 38th percentile (threshold – below 90th percentile)  
o Transportation barriers: 96th percentile (threshold – 90th percentile) 

 Sustainable housing: IF at or above the 90th percentile for lead paint AND median home 
value is at or less than the 90th percentile OR at or above the 90th percentile for the housing 
cost burden AND is above the 65th percentile for low income. 

o Housing cost burden: 37th percentile (threshold – 90th percentile) 
o Median home value: 32nd percentile (threshold – 90th percentile) 
o Lead Paint: 38th percentile (threshold – 90th percentile)  

 Legacy pollution: Communities are identified as disadvantaged IF at or above the 90th 
percentile for proximity to hazardous waste facilities OR proximity to National Priorities 
List (NPL) sites OR proximity to Risk Management Plan (RMP) facilities AND is above 
the 65th percentile for low income.  

o Proximity to hazardous waste facilities: 31st percentile (threshold – 90th percentile)  
o Proximity to National Priorities List (NPL) sites: 28th percentile (threshold – 90th 

percentile)  
 Proximity to Risk Management Plan (RMP) facilities: 46th percentile (threshold – 90th 

percentile)  
 Clean water and wastewater infrastructure: Communities are identified as disadvantaged 

IF at or above the 90th percentile for wastewater discharge AND is above the 65th 
percentile for low income.  

 Wastewater discharge: 15th percentile (threshold – 65th percentile)  
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 Health burdens: Communities are identified as disadvantaged IF at or above the 90th 
percentile for asthma OR diabetes OR heart disease OR low life expectancy AND is above 
the 65th percentile for low income. 

 Asthma: 28th percentile (threshold – 90th percentile) 
 Diabetes: 66th percentile (threshold – 90th percentile) 
 Heart disease: 62nd percentile (threshold – 90th percentile) 
 Low life expectancy: 66th percentile (threshold –90th percentile) 
 Workforce development: Communities are identified as disadvantaged IF at or above the 

90th percentile for low median income as a percentage of area median income OR linguistic 
isolation OR unemployment OR percent individuals in households at or below 100% 
Federal poverty level AND 10% or more of adults 25 or older have not attained a high 
school degree.  

 Linguistic isolation: 59th percentile (threshold – 90th percentile)  
 Low median income: 74th percentile (threshold – 90th percentile) 
 Unemployment: 73rd percentile (threshold – 90th percentile)  
 Poverty: 59th percentile (threshold – 90th percentile)  
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A.1.3 Analysis of EPA EJScreen 

 

. 
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A.1.4 Department of Agriculture Food Access Research Atlas  

 Supermarket Access: This is a tract in which at least 500 people or 33% of the population 
live farther than one mile (urban) or 20 miles (rural) from the nearest supermarket. 

 Vehicle Availability and Supermarket Access: This tract has a relatively high number of 
households (164 of 2,208 total households (7.4%) without vehicles that are more than one-
half mile from a supermarket. 

 Group Quarters Population: This tract does not contain a relatively high share of people 
(100 of 6,274 total people (1.6%)) living in group quarters. 




